By Watsonville Histocian Betty Lewis

“the Plaza is the only deseried spol i lown. The most prosperous s i the world would have he blues if be rested there a minzife. [would be an improvement if the
next fphtering storm wordd spened ils furl upon the plaza frees.”— 'The Pajaronian 1888

Don Sebastian Redriguez owned the hand grant, Bolsa del Pajiro, on which the city of Watsonville now rests. Some historians say he gave the area now known as the city plaza to the
people of Watsonvitle in 1800, but Sehastian died in 1855 and his will says nothing about the plaza. There are reports that he deeded it over hefore his death and others say his helrs
donated the land. TUis interesting to note that in the local newspaper in 1908 the following was said about the plaza:

i 1868, a legal notice, dily enethorized by the boared of lown frustees was printed for tew consecutive weeks in the Pegarovdan cedfing on any person
10 herd eoy objections to the fencing of the plaza aecording lo specifications by James Waters, a member of fhe bourd, fo come forward and make such
uhjection known. Nobody made any objection and the plaza was duly fenced and thereafter claimed by lhe cily and that is afl there is to he
the appevently compliceded quesiion as fo the ownership of the plaze that agituted the public mind beve a couple of years ago. The city simply
sqpiatledd on the plaza and cedmmed 3 and no one disnded the dlatn and so i resnained the properly of the city.”

Whatever the legal ramificasions, the public square has heen used, abused and has afforded the local citizenry with many topics of conversation. it has been the central hub

of Watsonville all through the years. Cattle have roamed through it grazing on the weeds and grass; concerts have filled the evering air with music such as the Martinelli's Swiss
Baund and the Watsonville City Band, conducted by Lrank Rodgers.

The plaza was the scene of Christmas decorations and festivities, fairs and exhibits, seeing boys off to war, boys playing baseball and marbles. The plaza’s main fountain was donated
by the Buttertly Club and was dedicated on the 4th of July in 1880, The drinking fountain near Main Street was donated by the Native Daoghters of the Golden West in 1893 where
the “small fry”*could get a sampling of “Corralitos on draft.” The first bandstand was constructed in 1880, The present bandstand, built in 1906, was designed by William H. Weeks.
A top was put on it in 1916 designed by architect Ralph Wyekoff and this was replaced by the present one o 1965 by architect Robest Wong, In 1854, 4 liberty pole
was built and replaced in 1871, Gas was laid in 1883 and electric lighting came to the plaza in BI04, 1t was in 1929 that holes were drilled around the plaza for
Bags to be displayed on varions hofidays and for special events. The cannon rode the deck of the mail ship Oregon in 1850 and signaled the news that Californta
had been adimitted to the Union. Watsonville borrowed the cannon in 1876 for a 4th of fuly celebration, 1t was eventually “lost” and then found behind ity hall
and placed back in the plaza. the field artillery on at the southwest corner of the piaza was cast in 1899 just after the Spanish American War In 1903-04 4 hot and
beavy debate raged over the construction of a Camegie library and where to build—the center of the plaza? [t was finally agreed to build the library at the
corner of Union and Tralton. Over the vears, people have suggested several changes in the plaza including a parking lot and an underground aquarivm. After
a supgastion i 1966 that 76 parking places he constructed in the plaza, an editorial by Frank Orr in the Register-Lajaronian stated, n parl:

|

“d fuit heacled idea, af the very least This plaza, useler ity deed vestrictions, wes o be kept alwerys for preblic wse Jor just thal purpose. Lvery few deceddes
someone gels a silly idea jor pulting this ‘wasle shace’ lo some other wse. A gosd many decades ago, if vur memory is correct, this edilors grandfaither bad to seize litle lo
the pluzer in order to foresicdl some commercial scherme of the tinse, and then veturn the title bmmediately to the ciby.”

Abeautiful plaza in the heart of town; we are more fortunate to have (s beauty spot where peaple caun meet aud talk or just rest a few minutes and be on thelr way, We should be
very grateful that “cooler heads” have prevailed over the years and the plaza has remained a gathering phace for the people of Watsonville and the Pajaro Valley.
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